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EXERCISES  FOR  REVISION                                                              SIMPLE PAST                                                                                                                                        

 
Regeln 

- Das simple past ist eine Zeit der Vergangenheit. 

- Man bildet das simple past mit –ed oder der 2. Form des Verbs! 

 Yesterday I played chess with a friend.  (positiver Satz) 

 Last year we went to London. (positiver Satz) 

 

- Für Fragen braucht man did ! (Danach folgt die 1. Form (Infinitif)!) 

 Did you play chess yesterday? (Frage) 

Ausnahme: Wenn die Frage mit WHO beginnt, braucht man in der Regel kein DID  

    (Regel: „Bei who kein to do!“) 

Beispiel: Who helped you with your homework? 

 

- Für Verneinungen braucht man didn´t ! (Danach folgt auch die 1. Form!) 

 We didn´t go to London. (negativer Satz) 

 

- Das simple past wird oft verwendet um auszudrücken, wann etwas geschehen ist.  

 Typische Zeitangaben (Signalwörter) für das simple past sind  

- yesterday 
- last (week, month, year…)  
- an hour ago, one year ago… 
- Jahresangaben, z.B. in 1999 
- when I was a child, when I was young, when I was little 

 

Übungen 

1 Fill in the missing verbs. Use the simple past form of the verbs in brackets. 

1 Yesterday I ______________ to school by bus. (go) 

2 Last year we _______________ in Spain. (be) 

3 Bob ________________ his friend a few minutes ago. (phone) 

4 They ______________ very happy. (be) 

5 I ___________ her yesterday. (see) 

6 He ________________ her flowers. (bring) 

7 Betty ___________ her homework in the evening. (do) 

8 Last night Sita and Ben ______________ TV. (watch) 

9 Yesterday my mum _______________ shopping. (go) 

10 Last week I ______________ my bike. (clean) 

 

 



2 Find the negative form of the following sentences. 

1 He played football. ________________________________________________ 

2 She went to school. _______________________________________________ 

3 I saw her yesterday. _______________________________________________ 

4 Sita did her homework. ____________________________________________ 

5 Ben cleaned his bike. _____________________________________________ 

6 Bob phoned his parents. ___________________________________________ 

7 The kids watched TV. ____________________________________________ 

8 We bought a lot of things. __________________________________________ 

9 They played chess. ______________________________________________ 

 

3 Find the question form. 

1 Sita went shopping. _____________________________________________? 

2 Ben saw Tom yesterday. ___________________________________________? 

3 The children watched TV. ___________________________________________? 

4 The kids did their homework. _________________________________________? 

                                            

4 Fill in the missing verbs. Use the simple past form of the verbs in brackets. 
   Be careful: sometimes you need the negative form. 

1 Last night I ________________ (go) to a dance club, but I ___________________ (not go) to the 

cinema.  2 I ____________ (see) elephants when I ___________ (be) in Africa last year, but I  

_____________________ (not see) any giraffes. 3 Peter _________________ (phone) his parents a few 

minutes ago. 4 Last week Ben _______________ (want) to buy a new computer, but he 

_______________________ (not find) any.  5 Yesterday Sita _________________ (play) chess with 

C1B1. Sita _______________________ (not win), but C1B1 _______________ (win). 

6 Yesterday Susan ___________________________ (not catch) her school bus, so she 

_______________ (go) to school by bike.  7 Last year the Ahmed family  _______________ the whole 

summer in Turkey. (spend) 8 Bob ________________ his friend a few minutes ago. (phone) 

9 They ______________ very happy. (be)  10 Last year the pupils _______________________ (not learn) 

their words carefully, so there ________________ (be) always a lot of mistakes in the vocabulary tests.  11 

I ___________ her yesterday. (see) 12 He ________________ her flowers. (bring)  13 Betty ___________ 

her homework in the evening. (do) 14 Last night Sita and Ben ______________ TV. (watch) 15 Yesterday 

my mum _______________ shopping. (go) 16 Last week I ______________ my bike. (clean)  17 Mr Soll 

____________________________ (not find) many mistakes in the last English test, so he 



_______________ (be) very happy. 18 When the Ahmed family _______________ (come) to England, 

they ____________________ (not have) a job at the beginning.  19 And they __________________ (not 

have) many friends either. 20 At first the people __________________________ (not like) them, but later 

they  ___________________ (accept) them. 

 

5 Questions in the simple past: Ask for the underlined parts. 

a) They lived in London.  

_____________________________________________________________? 
b) Megan moved in 1998.  

_____________________________________________________________? 
c) They moved to London because her mum died.  

_____________________________________________________________? 

 
6 Negative sentences in the simple past: Write down the negative form. 
 

a) Megan worried about her new school. 

_____________________________________________________________. 
b) Megan liked her new teacher. 

______________________________________________________________. 
c) Megan lived in Liverpool before she came to London. 

______________________________________________________________. 
 

7  Hier ist ein Auszug aus einer Kriminalgeschichte. Setze die Verben im simple 
    past ein. Vorsicht: Manchmal muss die negative Form eingesetzt werden! 

 
Holmes and Watson ________________ (stop). They ____________ (look) into a small, dark street. First 

they ____________________ (not hear) anything. But then Holmes ____________ (hear) a loud noise. 

“Over there,” he ___________ (say), and he ______________ (point) at a small gate between the houses. 

The two men ______________ (watch) the gate for a few minutes, but they _______________________ 

(not see) anything. But after a few minutes they ___________ (see) a little grey dog running away. 

 

8 Dieser Abschnitt ist Teil eines Berichts. Setze die Verben im simple past ein. 

 

Last month we ___________ (do) a project about the USA. First, we all __________ (go) to the 

library to find information. I ____________ (read) some interesting things about Christopher 

Columbus. Natalie ____________ (study) a text about George Washington. Other pupils 

________________ (write) about Hollywood. Lucy and David ________________ (collect) photos. 



Our team _______________ (draw) pictures for a comic about the “Wild West”. We 

__________________ (finish) our project in a week. 

 

9  Vervollständige diesen Urlaubsbericht von Tom. Setze die Verben im simple  
      past ein. 

Last year we __________________ (travel) to Italy. We ___________ (meet) lots of tourists there. 

We ________________ (stay) at a big hotel. Everyday we __________ (go) to the beach. One 

day I _______________ (hear) an English family near us. I _____________ (make) friends with 

the boy. He ____________ (speak) a little German. We often ____________ (talk) in German and 

in English. 

 

10  Verneine jeweils den zweiten (unterstrichenen) Satz mit der schräg  
    gedruckten simple past  - Form, damit beide Sätze einen Sinn ergeben. 
 

1 Sarah isn´t good at French. She passed the French exam. 

                                                ___________________________________________ 

2 The police were too late. They caught the gangster. 

                                            _____________________________________________ 

3 John was ill at the weekend. He left the house. 

                                                  __________________________________________ 

4 Mrs Miller hates planes. She flew to Paris. 

                                          ______________________________________________ 

5 Grandpa was terrible when he was a boy. He did what his teachers said. 

                                                                     _________________________________ 

6 My brothers forgot my mum´s birthday. They bought her a present. 

                                                                  __________________________________ 

7 My family likes beach holidays. We went to the mountains last year. 

                                                     _________________________________________ 

8 Tom got bad marks in his English test. He felt happy.  

                                                                 ___________________________________ 

 



 

11  Wähle die passenden Fragewörter und bilde die Fragen zu den Antworten. 
      Bilde die Fragen im simple past. 

 
How       Where       When       What        Who        What time      Why       How long 

1 _________________________________________________________________? 

  We moved house last month. 

2 _________________________________________________________________? 

  We moved because our old house was too small. 

3 _______________________________________________________________? 

   We went to London. 

4 _______________________________________________________________? 

  It only took one day. 

5 ________________________________________________________________? 

  We started at five o´clock in the morning. 

6 ________________________________________________________________? 

  My brothers and sisters helped us. 

7 ________________________________________________________________? 

   We took everything – our furniture, our clothes and our dog. 

8 ________________________________________________________________? 

   Oh, I felt a little sad. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Solutions (Lösungen) 
 
 
1 Fill in the missing verbs. Use the simple past form of the verbs in brackets. 

1 Yesterday I went to school by bus. (go) 
2 Last year we were in Spain. (be) 
3 Bob phoned his friend a few minutes ago. (phone) 
4 They were very happy. (be) 
5 I saw her yesterday. (see) 
6 He brought her flowers. (bring) 
7 Betty did her homework in the evening. (do) 
8 Last night Sita and Ben watched TV. (watch) 
9 Yesterday my mum went shopping. (go) 
10 Last week I cleaned my bike. (clean) 
 
2 Find the negative form of the following sentences. 

1 He played football. He didn't play football. 
2 She went to school. She didn't go to school. 
3 I saw her yesterday. I didn't see her yesterday. 
4 Sita did her homework. Sita didn't do her homework. 
5 Ben cleaned his bike. Ben didn't clean his bike. 
6 Bob phoned his parents. Bob didn't phone his parents. 
7 The kids watched TV. The kids didn't watch TV. 
8 We bought a lot of things. We didn't bring a lot of things. 
9 They played chess. They didn't play chess. 
 
3 Find the question form. 
1 Sita went shopping. Did Sita go shopping? What did Sita do? Who went shopping? 
2 Ben saw Tom yesterday. Who saw Tom yesterday? Who did Ben see yesterday? 
3 The children watched TV. What did the children do? Who watched TV? 
4 The kids did their homework. What did the kids do? Who did their homework? 
                                            
4 Fill in the missing verbs. Use the simple past form of the verbs in brackets. 
   Be careful: sometimes you need the negative form. 

1 Last night I went (go) to a dance club, but I didn't go (not go) to the cinema. 
2 I saw (see) elephants when I was (be) in Africa last year, but I  
  didn't see (not see) any giraffes.  
3 Peter phoned (phone) his parents a few minutes ago. 
4 Last week Ben wanted (want) to buy a new computer, but he didn't find (not find) any. 
5 Yesterday Sita played (play) chess with C1B1. Sita didn't win (not win), but C1B1 won (win). 
6 Yesterday Susan didn't catch (not catch) her school bus, so she went (go) to school by bike. 
7 Last year the Ahmed family  spent the whole summer in Turkey. (spend)  
8 Bob phoned his friend a few minutes ago. (phone) 
9 They were very happy. (be) 
10 Last year the pupils didn't learn (not learn) their words carefully, so there were (be) always a lot 
of mistakes in the vocabulary tests. 
11 I saw her yesterday. (see) 
12 He brought her flowers. (bring) 
13 Betty did her homework in the evening. (do) 
14 Last night Sita and Ben watched TV. (watch) 
15 Yesterday my mum went shopping. (go) 
16 Last week I cleaned my bike. (clean) 
17 Mr Soll didn't find (not find) many mistakes in the last English test, so he was (be) very happy.  
18 When the Ahmed family came (come) to England, they didn't have (not have) a job at the 
beginning.  



19 And they didn't have (not have) many friends either. 
20 At first the people didn't like (not like) them, but later they accepted (accept) them. 
 
5 Questions in the simple past: Ask for the underlined parts. 

a) They lived in London. where did they live? 
b) Megan moved in 1998.  When did Megan move? 
c) They moved to London because her mum died. Why did they move to London? 
 
6 Negative sentences in the simple past: Write down the negative form. 
a) Megan worried about her new school. Megan didn't worry about her new school. 
b) Megan liked her new teacher. Megan didn't like her new teacher. 
c) Megan lived in Liverpool before she came to London. Megan didn't live in Liverpool before she 
came to London. 
 
7  Hier ist ein Auszug aus einer Kriminalgeschichte. Setze die Verben im simple 
    past ein. Vorsicht: Manchmal muss die negative Form eingesetzt werden! 

Holmes and Watson stopped (stop). They looked (look) into a small, dark street. First they didn't 
hear (not hear) anything. But then Holmes heard (hear) a loud noise. “Over there,” he said (say), 
and he pointed (point) at a small gate between the houses. The two men watched (watch) the gate 
for a few minutes, but they didn#t see (not see) anything. But after a few minutes they saw (see) a 
little grey dog running away. 
 
8 Dieser Abschnitt ist Teil eines Berichts. Setze die Verben im simple past ein. 
Last month we did (do) a project about the USA. First, we all went (go) to the library to find 
information. I read (read) some interesting things about Christopher Columbus. Natalie studied 
(study) a text about George Washington. Other pupils wrote (write) about Hollywood. Lucy and 
David collected (collect) photos. Our team drew (draw) pictures for a comic about the “Wild West”. 
We finished (finish) our project in a week. 
 
9  Vervollständige diesen Urlaubsbericht von Tom. Setze die Verben im simple  
      past ein. 
Last year we travelled (travel) to Italy. We met (meet) lots of tourists there. We stayed (stay) at a 
big hotel. Everyday we went (go) to the beach. One day I heard (hear) an English family near us. I 
made (make) friends with the boy. He spoke (speak) a little German. We often talked (talk) in 
German and in English. 
 
10  Verneine jeweils den zweiten (unterstrichenen) Satz mit der schräg  
    gedruckten simple past  - Form, damit beide Sätze einen Sinn ergeben. 
 
1 Sarah isn´t good at French. She passed the French exam. She didn't pass the French exam. 
2 The police were too late. They caught the gangster. They didn't catch the gangster. 
3 John was ill at the weekend. He left the house. He didn't leave the house. 
4 Mrs Miller hates planes. She flew to Paris.  She didn't fly to Paris. 
5 Grandpa was terrible when he was a boy. He did what his teachers said. 
He didn't do what his teachers said. 
6 My brothers forgot my mum´s birthday. They bought her a present. 
They didn't buy her a present. 
7 My family likes beach holidays. We went to the mountains last year. 
We didn't go to the mountains last year. 
8 Tom got bad marks in his English test. He felt happy. He didn't feel happy. 
 
 
 
 
 



11  Wähle die passenden Fragewörter und bilde die Fragen zu den Antworten. 
      Bilde die Fragen im simple past. 
How       Where       When       What        Who        What time      Why       How long 

1 When did you move house? - We moved house last month. 
2 Why did you move house? - We moved because our old house was too small. 
3 Where did you go? - We went to London. 
4 How long did it take? - It only took one day. 
5 When did you start? - We started at five o´clock in the morning. 
6 Who helped you? -  My brothers and sisters helped us. 
7 What did you take?We took everything – our furniture, our clothes and our dog. 
8 How did you feel? -  Oh, I felt a little sad. 
 
12 Fill in the missing verbs. Use the simple past form of the verbs in brackets. 
1 Yesterday I ______________ to school by bus. (go) 
2 Last year we _______________ in Spain. (be) 
3 Bob ________________ his friend a few minutes ago. (phone) 
4 They ______________ very happy. (be) 
5 I ___________ her yesterday. (see) 
6 He ________________ her flowers. (bring) 
7 Betty ___________ her homework in the evening. (do) 
8 Last night Sita and Ben ______________ TV. (watch) 
9 Yesterday my mum _______________ shopping. (go) 
10 Last week I ______________ my bike. (clean) 
 
                                          
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 



swam, 

went, 

ran, 

said, 

drank 

 
 

❶Write the past simple tense of these verbs.                                

write - __________     swim - __________    run - __________         

sleep - __________     teach - __________   read - __________       

buy - ___________      bring - __________    say - ___________         

❷ Now write the infinitive.                                                                   

said - ___________ taught - _________ brought - ________       

slept - __________ bought - _________ read - ___________        

ran - ___________ wrote - __________ swam - __________        

❸ Answer the questions.                                                                         

◦What did you do yesterday?                                                                         

I _____________________________________ yesterday.                

◦Did you dance yesterday?                                                                         

_______________________________________________.               

❹ Circle the correct answer(s).                                                                                       

◦What’s the past tense of the verb “think”?                                               

a) thought          b) taught         c) thinked           d) thank                      

◦What’s the past tense of the verb “be”?                                              

a) beed               b) was  c) ared                d) were                        

◦What’s the past tense of the verb “eat”?                                               

a) eated  b) ate  c)eate     d) eat                            

❺ Complete the sentences with the correct words. 

My sister_____________ to the cinema yesterday.                                   

Tom ____________ that this book is interesting.                                      

Mary ___________ in the sea last summer.                                                

Leon ____________ a lot of lemonade.                                                       

The horses ____________ so fast at the race.   

 

 



❻ Read the text.                                                                                              

Yesterday was Anna’s birthday. In the morning she ate delicious hot 

buns and drank some cocoa. Then her friend, Paul, came.                         

They talked and played for a moment. Next he and                                  

Anna’s family sang the Happy Birthday Song,                                            

they ate a marvellous chocolate cake and                                         

gave Anna a lot of presents. The most beautiful present was from 

Paul. It was an invitation for the ball for children. After the party 

Anna and her friend rode their bicycles to the swimming pool. She 

swam and played in the water with Paul. Next Anna’s father took 

the children and their bicycles to his car and he drove them home. 

The kids were playing  for three hours with Anna’s new toys and 

then Paul had to go home. It was a perfect birthday for Anna.                                                                                                    

❼ Underline the verbs in the past simple in the text.                                      

❽ Answer these questions.                                                                                

◦What did Anna eat for breakfast?                                                                   

______________________________________________________.      

◦Did Anna get a little presents?                                                                     

______________________________________________________.     

◦What present did she get from Paul?                                                             

______________________________________________________.      

◦Where did the friends ride their bicycles?                                                

______________________________________________________.         

 ❾True or false?                                                                                 

Anna played with Paul in the swimming pool.           T          F            

The kids were playing with Anna’s old toys.               T          F             

Anna said that she didn’t enjoy her birthday.            T          F                                          
 


